
Putney Snapshots
Putney distinguishes itself by providing a progressive education. In other words, it’s not the prototypical
“college prep school” at all. However, most graduates do go to college. A very respectable percentage
gets accepted to very respectable colleges. But, to its credit, Putney supports the occasional peculiar
choice. Graduates have attended Annapolis (not odd for mainstream America, but unusual for Putney)
and one of this year’s juniors is considering a career as a stunt man.

Here are a few brave choices among this year’s graduating class.

Seth Quarrier applied to colleges with strong engineering departments. One
prominent college offered a nice financial aid package. But it wasn’t “nice enough”
and it came with a second problem: In the time between application and accept-
ance, Seth had begun to suspect that schools that were known primarily for their
engineering departments might not have, for example, good Russian literature or
philosophy departments. (Seth is currently reading Dostoyevsky’s The Brothers
Karamazov, Nietzsche’s On the Genealogy of Morals and Foucault’s Discipline and
Punish.) So Seth opted for the less prestigious—and less expensive—University of

New Hampshire, where he thinks that the engineering department will be “perfectly good” and where
he knows he will be able to exercise all of his non-engineering talents and interests.

Intisar Abioto got accepted into a very prestigious college in the northeast and an
almost equally prestigious women’s college in the south. She also got accepted into
Spelman, a “private, liberal arts, historically Black college for women in Atlanta,
Georgia” (or so reads its brochure). Intisar is an African-American from Memphis.
In the year she spent in Vermont she discovered that she missed the South, didn’t
much like the cold, and wanted very much to live again in an African-American
enclave. So Spelman was the choice, hands down.

Taylor McNeil is a year young for her class, but she is as composed, purposeful and
self-assured as any other senior.Taylor loves math-related sciences. She applied to
Smith, MIT, and Brown and got into Smith on early decision.When asked if she was
at all sad about the fact that she had needed to honor her “early decision” promise
to Smith before she had even heard from MIT and Brown, she offered a Taylor-typical,
no-nonsense answer.“Smith is where I belong.”

Like virtually all Putney seniors, Kat Partington applied to four-year college. But unlike
most Putney seniors, Kat is an extraordinarily gifted actress and dancer. She knew from
the outset of her junior year that she wanted to study in a conservatory program,
and that she wanted the program to be in England. Kat’s audition (as Electra) resulted
in admission into the London Academy of Dramatic and Musical Arts, where she will
study classical acting for two semesters and then be released into the about-to-be-
taken-by-storm-yet-again world of theatre. Her only regret: With all that auditioning,
she got an incomplete in Barn, which she made up the week after graduation.
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Gallatin School of
Individualized Studies

School of General Studies

Steinhardt School of
Education

Tisch School of the Arts

Pitzer College

Prescott College

Reed College (3)

Sarah Lawrence College

School of the Art Institute
of Chicago

School of the Museum 
of Fine Arts (2)

Smith College (2)

Spelman College

Tufts University

University of New
Hampshire (2)

University of Virginia

Vassar College

Wesleyan University

Whittier College

One student will apply
this summer to university
in Colombia. Six students
are waiting until next year
to apply. Five students are
deferring matriculation 
for a year.

After the application is sent, Joyce calls colleges
to make sure that everything has been
received, faxes any material that has gone
astray (another reason to makes copies) and
any new information—like getting a senior
exhibition.These calls and follow-up faxes to
support the applications number in the hun-
dreds. In her spare time (irony intended),
Joyce schedules conferences, meetings and
trips to colleges to keep her professional
development and admissions contacts current.

Seniors have their own work to do.They
have to write college essays, create portfolios,
prepare auditions, and ultimately evaluate their
own applications from the point of view of
someone on a college admissions committee.

The bad news is the possibility that, even if a
student has looked inward and identified a
few colleges that seem to be a phenomenally
good match with his or her desires and skill
set, at least one of those colleges will send a
rejection letter.

“Rejection letters are terribly tough to
receive,” Joyce explains.“I tell seniors that
getting rejected today is an opportunity to
acclimate to…well…getting rejected tomor-
row.Adult professional life—especially in the
arts, but also in business and academia—can
be largely about persevering through rejec-
tion.You want to write? Get used to rejection
letters.You want to dance or act? Sing?
Perform with an orchestra? Get used to rejec-
tion.Will you apply one day for a job—any
job? The possibility of rejection is very real.”

“At the same time, I tell my students over and
over. ‘You can’t get in if you don’t apply.’ I tell
my students to think of what I do with them
as a college selection and application ‘course’
and that, in order to pass this course, they
need not only to find a good match for
themselves but to get rejected somewhere.

Why? Because then they know that they didn’t
underestimate themselves.They did not let
self-doubt convince them that they weren’t
good enough even to try.They did not reject
themselves. Rather, they forced the college to
do the dirty work.”

“Many colleges are more competitive now
than ever before simply because they no
longer have enough room for all of the quali-
fied candidates.With the population increase,
more students are college-aged than ever
before.And a higher percentage of that popu-
lation is applying. And the number of good
colleges is not growing at a pace to match the
demand. Sometimes there’s no telling why a
particular student didn’t get accepted into a
particular college. But it’s great that the stu-
dent applied and braved rejection.That alone
is an accomplishment.”

Are We in Oz Yet? 
The college application process: Intensive.
Eye-opening. Confusing. Exciting. It can be 
a source of anxiety, as well. Fortunately the
anxiety lessens with each step along the way.

If the college selection and application
process is performed intentionally and well,
the rewards at the end of this road can be
well worth the effort of easing on down it.
Those rewards: Four years at a college that
offers at least a pretty good match (and at best
a phenomenal match) with what a junior year
of introspection revealed was wanted and
needed.An early adulthood spent at a college
that supports what you knew at the outset were
your ambitions and both tolerates and helps
you remedy what you knew at the outset 
were your weaknesses is far more satisfying
than a hot air balloon ride home to Kansas,
any day.
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Taylor McNeil
found a per-

fect fit through
early decision.

Seth Quarrier
knows there’s

more to life than
engineering.

Kat Partington
prefers the 
most direct 
route to her 
career dreams.

Intisar Abioto
returns to 
more familiar 
geography 
and culture.




