
MLA Citation Guide

Basic Format
The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. The 
basic form for a book citation is:

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of 
Publication.

Book with One Author

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print.

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print.

Book with More Than One Author

The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author names appear in first 
name last name format.

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. 
Print.

Book with More than Three Authors
If there are more than three authors, you may choose to list only the first author followed by the phrase 
et al. (Latin for "and others") in place of the subsequent authors' names, or you may list all the authors 
in the order in which their names appear on the title page. .

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the  
Teaching of Composition. Logan: Utah State UP, 2004. Print.

Book by a Corporate Author or Organization

A corporate author may include a commission, a committee, or a group that does not identify individual  
members on the title page. List the names of corporate authors in the place where an author’s name 
typically appears at the beginning of the entry.

American Allergy Association. Allergies in Children. New York: Random, 1998. Print.

Book with No Author

List by title of the book. Incorporate these entries alphabetically just as you would with works that 
include an author name. For example, the following entry might appear between entries of works 
written by Dean, Shaun and Forsythe, Jonathan.

Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993. Print.

Republished Book

Books may be republished due to popularity without becoming a new edition. New editions are 
typically revisions of the original work. For books that originally appeared at an earlier date and that  
have been republished at a later one, insert the original publication date before the publication 
information. For books that are new editions (i.e. different from the first or other editions of the book), 
see An Edition of a Book below.



Butler, Judith. Gender Trouble. 1990. New York: Routledge, 1999. Print.

Erdrich, Louise. Love Medicine. 1984. New York: Perennial-Harper, 1993. Print.

An Edition of a Book

There are two types of editions in book publishing: a book that has been published more than once in 
different editions and a book that is prepared by someone other than the author (typically an editor).

A Subsequent Edition

Cite the book as you normally would, but add the number of the edition after the title.

Crowley, Sharon, and Debra Hawhee. Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students. 3rd ed. New 
York: Pearson/Longman, 2004. Print.

A Work Prepared by an Editor

Cite the book as you normally would, but add the editor after the title.

Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. Ed. Margaret Smith. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1998. Print.

Anthology or Collection (e.g. Collection of Essays)

To cite the entire anthology or collection, list by editor(s) followed by a comma and "ed." or, for 
multiple editors, "eds" (for edited by). This sort of entry is somewhat rare. If you are citing a particular 
piece within an anthology or collection (more common), see A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or 
Collection below.

Hill, Charles A., and Marguerite Helmers, eds. Defining Visual Rhetorics. Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates, 2004. Print.

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection

Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The basic form 
is for this sort of citation is as follows:

Lastname, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). City of Publication: 
Publisher, Year. Page range of entry. Medium of Publication.

Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries)

For entries in encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works, cite the piece as you would any 
other work in a collection but do not include the publisher information. Also, if the reference book is 
organized alphabetically, as most are, do not list the volume or the page number of the article or item.

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed. 1997. Print.

A Multivolume Work

When citing only one volume of a multivolume work, include the volume number after the work's title,  
or after the work's editor or translator.

Quintilian. Institutio Oratoria. Trans. H. E. Butler. Vol. 2. Cambridge: Loeb-Harvard UP, 1980. Print.



An Introduction, Preface, Foreword, or Afterword

When citing an introduction, a preface, a foreword, or an afterword, write the name of the author(s) of 
the piece you are citing. Then give the name of the part being cited, which should not be italicized or  
enclosed in quotation marks.

Farrell, Thomas B. Introduction. Norms of Rhetorical Culture. By Farrell. New Haven: Yale UP, 1993. 
1-13. Print.

Article in a Magazine

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in quotations marks, and italicizing the  
periodical title. Follow with the date of publication. Remember to abbreviate the month. The basic  
format is as follows:

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages. Medium of publication.

Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71. Print.

Article in a Newspaper

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the different pagination in a  
newspaper. If there is more than one edition available for that date (as in an early and late edition of a  
newspaper), identify the edition following the date (e.g., 17 May 1987, late ed.).

Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington Post 24 May 
2007: LZ01. Print.

An Article in a Scholarly Journal

In previous years, MLA required that researchers determine whether or not a scholarly journal 
employed continuous pagination (page numbers began at page one in the first issue of the years and 
page numbers took up where they left off in subsequent ones) or non-continuous pagination (page 
numbers begin at page one in every subsequent issue) in order to determine whether or not to include 
issue numbers in bibliographic entries. The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 7th edition 
(2009) eliminates this step. Always provide issue numbers, when available.

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume.Issue (Year): pages. Medium of publication.

Bagchi, Alaknanda. "Conflicting Nationalisms: The Voice of the Subaltern in Mahasweta Devi's Bashai  
Tudu." Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature 15.1 (1996): 41-50. Print.

___________________________________________________________________________

Important Note on the Use of URLs in MLA

MLA no longer requires the use of URLs in MLA citations. Because Web addresses are not static (i.e., 
they change often) and because documents sometimes appear in multiple places on the Web (e.g., on 
multiple databases), MLA explains that most readers can find electronic sources via title or author 
searches in Internet Search Engines.



For instructors or editors who still wish to require the use of URLs, MLA suggests that the URL appear 
in angle brackets after the date of access. Break URLs only after slashes.

Aristotle. Poetics. Trans. S. H. Butcher. The Internet Classics Archive. Web Atomic and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, 13 Sept. 2007. Web. 4 Nov. 2008. ‹http://classics.mit.edu/›.

Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases)

Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in MLA style. 
Not every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of the 
following information as possible both for your citations and for your research notes:

• Author and/or editor names (if available) 
• Article name in quotation marks (if applicable) 
• Title of the Website, project, or book in italics. (Remember that some Print publications have 

Web publications with slightly different names. They may, for example, include the additional 
information or otherwise modified information, like domain names [e.g. .com or .net].) 

• Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, volumes, or issue numbers. 
• Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 
• Take note of any page numbers (if available). 
• Medium of publication. 
• Date you accessed the material. 
• URL (if required, or for your own personal reference; MLA does not require a URL). 

Citing an Entire Web Site

It is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information 
available on one date may no longer be available later. If a URL is required or you chose to 
include one, be sure to include the complete address for the site. (Note: The following examples 
do not include a URL because MLA no longer requires a URL to be included.)

Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is given.

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of 
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if  
available). Medium of publication. Date of access.

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008. Web. 23 
Apr. 2008.

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service)

Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other 
subscription services just as you would print sources. Since these articles usually come from 
periodicals, be sure to consult the appropriate sections of the Works Cited: Periodicals page, which you 
can access via its link at the bottom of this page. In addition to this information, provide the title of the  
database italicized, the medium of publication, and the date of access.

Note: Previous editions of the MLA Style Manual required information about the subscribing 
institution (name and location). This information is no longer required by MLA.

Junge, Wolfgang, and Nathan Nelson. “Nature's Rotary Electromotors.” Science 29 Apr. 2005: 642-44. 
Science Online. Web. 5 Mar. 2009.
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